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MP gives
first aid
as A&E

faces cuts

Gove rallies local
support to fight
hospital threats

SURREY Heath MP Michael
Gove has been leading the
campaign to prevent any closure
of the accident and emergency
units on which local people nely.

The Government is consider-
ing plans to reduce the number
of units in our part of Surrey,

Parking misery

Increased pressura on
Frimlay Park has meant
mora parking misary for
local people. Michaal has
baan working with Surray
County Council, the MaD
ard tha managameant
taam al Frimlay Park
o raspond to local
councillors’ and residants’
concems,

Michaal said: "I
know how frustrating
the parking situation
around the hospital is
for residents in Frimbay
and Parkside. I'va baan
discussing with residants,
ard tha ralevant
authorities, how we can
ralieve the prassure on
tha roads and | plan o
keaap the prassure on 1o
ansure thal proposad
solutions raspect tha
neads of paopla who have
had to pulup with alal.”

and Michae] has been campaign-
ing o ensure that there iz wo loss
of service at Frimley Park, St
Peter's or The Royal Surrey.

Local councillors and cam-
paigners have boen working
with Michael to rally support for
the WHS, and more than 10, (0
zignatures have been collected
for a petition demanding that the
cuts be stopped.

Michacl said: “NHS funding
for Surrey Heath is much lower
than in ather partzof the country,
and that has led health bureau-
crats to contemplate closures, [
don't believe it's right that local
people should suffer as a result
of service reductions.

“Prompt access to the right
services can make the differ-
ence between life and death, or
between a full recovery and an
impaired guality of life”

As a strong supporter  of
Frimley Park, Michael is con-
fident that the hospital's posi-
tion should be socure after the
campaigning  offort, hut he
beliowes there is mo moom for
complacency.

“I know first-hand how great
the staffare at Frimley Park, but
until the Government decides to
drop its plans for cuts in our arca
we have to make sune our vaice
is heard,

“We know that if the ARE
at 5t Poter's goes that will be a
devastating blow to people in
Windlesham and Chobham.

“And if there are reductions
in the service at either S5t Pe-
ter's or The Royal Surrey then
that will mean more pressure on
the already stretched staff and
respurces at Frimley Park.™”
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JUDGE FOR YOURSELF : Michael
Gove wisits The Watchetts Junior Scheol
Im Frimley. The Surrey Heath MP has
been campalgning toe malke road safety
the number one priecity around scheols

In the constituency. Teachers, puplls and
parents From local schools have been telling

Michael what they think about the dangers of

speeding cars.

Full story and plctures, page 4

Gove urges
action on

flooding at
Ash forum

FROM Ash Green through to
Chobham, floeding has hrought
diztress and damage to local res-
idents over the past few months,
Michael Gove has been knock-
ing heads together recently to
ensure that the authorities ane up
tothe mark inthe future,

Michael organised a flood
forum in Asha few weeks ago to
cnable residents to put their con-
cerns direct to representatives
of Guildford Borough Council,
Thames Water, the MoD, Net-
waork Rail and Surrey County
Council.

The organizstions represent-
od reported back om the steps
they had taken to help to clear
blacked drains and culverts as
well as preparing for the future,
Ash Parish Councillors Migel
Manning and Pat Scott as well
a5 Borough Councillors Marsha
Muoseley, Doug Richards, Stuart
Carter and Mick Sutcliffe were
on hand to explain the action
they had been taking.

Guildford Borough Council
said that the Government did
Wit Fequire any ome orEanisation
to co-ordinate all anti-Aood-
ing measures, but that they had
taken on the mle themselves and
had becn auditing cach incident
of flood damage and forming an
sction plan forthe future.

Speaking afterwards, Michacl
said: “Some of the damage in-
curred by residents iz heart-
hreaking and T sympathize with
the difficultics poopke have
faced.

“The Government does not
have a system in place to deal
with flaads like those we've had
50 the local councils and [ have
been organizing get-togethers to
make sure everything possible
can be done™

Flood forums have also taken
place across Surrey Heath, and
Surrey Heath Borough Council
has appointed a new specialist
engineor to deal with key drain-
age waues,

Michac] is also due to meet
representatives of the Environ-
ment Agency, the Gowrnment
hady that looks after our rivers,
toensure they do theirbit.




